
Músaem Chorca Dhuibhne agus Tigh Mhucrois 

agus an Scéim Chreidiúnaithe Phiolótach de chuid 

na Comhair le Oidhreachta, 2002-2004 

(MÚSAEM CHORCA DHUIBHNE, MUCROSS HOUSE AND THE HERITAGE 
COUNCIL MUSEUM ACCREDITATION PILOT STUDY, 2001-2004) 

ISABEL BENNETT & PATRICIA O'HARE 
  

  

Músaem Chorca Dhuibhne, Baile an Fheirtéaraigh 

Roghnaíodh Músaem Chorca Dhuibhne, Baile an 
Fheirtéaraigh agus Tigh Mhucrois, Cil l Áirne, chun 
bheith rannpháirteach sa dara cuid den staidéar ar 
Scéim Ch'reidiúnaithe Phiolótach de chuid na 
Comhairle Oidhreachta.    Bhí trí mhúsaem agus 
gailearaí déag rannpháirteach. Lean an staidéar ó mhí 
Mheán Fhómhair 2001 go dtí deireadh 2003. 

Bhí sé mar aidhm ag an staidéar Scéim Chreidiúnaithe 
agus Chaighdeánaithe a fhorbairt do mhúsaeim na 
hÉireann. Dhéanfadh an scéim seo modhanna 
measúnaithe agus monatóireachta ins na músaeim, 
gailearaithe agus institiúidí eile a mheas laistigh den 
dtír seo. B'iad rannpháirtithe na scéime a bhí chun an 
scéim phiolótach seo a thástáil. Is í bean na Gaillimhe, 
Louise Ryan, a bhí mar chomhordaitheoir ar an scéim 
agus a dhein an cúram go slachtmhar. 

The Pilot Study Participants 
Phase 1 of the Pilot Study, involving six museums, had 
already taken place between November 1999 and 

August 2000. The aim of Phase 2 was to test how 
achievable the standards set in Phase 1 might be 
within a variety of Museums and Galleries. These 
included both large and small organizations and 
included a number of national institutions, voluntary 
institutions and some in-between! The institutions 
taking part were: The National Gallery of Ireland, 
Donegal County Museum, Waterford Treasures, 
Knock Folk Museum, The National  Transport 
Museum, Howth, the Abbeyleix Heritage Company 
(these had all taken part in Phase 1), The Chester 
Beatty Library, Dublin, The Hunt Museum, Limerick, 
Monaghan County Museum, The Butler Gallery, 
Kilkenny, The National Print Museum, Dublin, 
Muckross House, Muckross Traditional Farms, and 
Muckross Research Library, Killarney, and Músaem 
Chorca Dhuibhne. 

The TashAhead 
The purpose of Phase 2 was to test whether the 
participating 13 insti tutions could achieve the 
standards already proposed in Phase 1 of the Pilot 
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Study. Eventually, it was intended these standards 
would be extended to all museums and collecting 
institutions interested in participating in the scheme 
throughout the country. Before embarking on this 
work, staf f  members f rom each participating 
institution attended a number of well-organised 
orientation meetings, training sessions and 
workshops. These provided marvellous learning 
opportunities, particularly for those working in 
smaller museums, where it is often difficult to access 
such professional guidance. Great credit is due to the 
Heritage Council for financing such a scheme and 
for their recognition of the importance of training. 
Credit is also due to Louise Ryan for the wonderful 
way she facilitated the participants and their training 
needs -and her never-ending patience! 

Over the two-year period, the participating 
insti tutions attempted to achieve a recognised 
standard in seven categories, aiming first for 
Interim Accreditation and then Full  Accreditation. 
These seven categories were in the following areas: 
Constitution, Museum Management, Caring for the 
Collection, Documenting the Collection, 
Exhibition, Education and Visitor Care and Access. 

The Músaem Chorca Dhuibhne 
Experience 

Músaem Chorca Dhuibhne, situated in Baile an 
Fheirtéaraigh, eight miles west of Dingle, has been 
open since 1986. It is a subsidiary of Oidhreacht 
Chorca Dhuibhne, whose parent body is 
Comharchumann Forbartha Chorca Dhuibhne. The 
col lection and display relates mainly to the 
archaeology and history of the Dingle Peninsula and 
includes some objects on loan from the National 
Museum of Ireland." Over the last couple of years 
there have been great changes in the museum, with 
the opening of a new permanent exhibition and, 
from 2005, a new temporary exhibition space wil l  
be available for both travelling exhibitions and 
those created in-house. The museum is the 
repository for the archives of the Archaeological 
Survey of the Dingle Peninsula, of Flora Chorca 
Dhuibhne and it also houses a small library. 

The Curator, Isabel Bennett, and the Development 
Officer of Oidhreacht Chorca Dhuibhne, Máire Uí 
Shithigh, attended the various training sessions on 
behalf of the museum and Isabel then tried to put 
what had been learned into practice. I t was qui te 
a challenge as much of the work was taking place in 
tandem with the preparation and installation of the 
new permanent exhibition for the museum. A 
great 

deal was achieved over the allocated time-span and, 
although not reaching Interim Accreditation in this 
Pilot Scheme, the Museum was successful in meeting 
most of  the minimum standards for Interim 
Accreditation and a considerable number necessary 
for Full Accreditation. Indeed, since the Pilot Study 
was completed last September, the Museum has made 
more progress towards Accreditation and hopefully 
will continue to do so. 

The Muckross Experience 
Muckross is a composite site consisting of a Victorian 
Family Mansion, an Open-air Museum (Muckross 
Traditional Farms) and a Research Library. Muckross 
House, which serves as the main Visitor Centre for 
Killarney National Park, first opened to the public in 
June 1964. The House is jointly administered by the 
Trustees of Muckross House (Killarney) Ltd. and the 
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government. On average, over 200,000 people visit 
Muckross House every year. 

Muckross Traditional Farms first opened to the public 
in 1993. These real working farms portray the daily 
life of a rural community during the 1930s and 1940s, 
before widespread electrification and farm 
mechanis-ation. The farms were developed and are 
maintained by the Trustees of Muckross House. On 
average, Muckross Traditional Farms receive c. 70,000 
visitors a year. 

The Trustees of  Muckross House establ ished 
Muckross Research Library during the 1970s. The 
Library contains a large collection of paper and 
photographic materials, as well as video and sound 
recordings. Prior to Muckross being accepted as one 
of the participants on this pilot Accreditation Scheme, 
the Library had already developed a fairly detailed 
documentation system. Donations have always been 
recorded in Accession Registers, which now span the 
last 40 years. In recent times, the Library staff have 
used Spectrum, the UK Museum Documentation 
Standard (Museum Documentation Association, 
Cambridge, Second Edition, 1997), to develop 
supplementary documentation, such as Entry, Exit, 
Loan and Transfer of Ownership Forms, etc. In 
relation to Collections Care, the Library staff had 
examined and introduced improved work methods 
involving the handl ing and storage of Library 
collections. Detailed monitoring of environmental 
conditions, including Visible Light, Ultra Violet (UV), 
Relative Humidity and Temperature levels was also in 
place. The first detailed Library Collection Policy was 
developed in 1998. This was reviewed and updated as 
part of the Accreditation Study. 

 
 
 



 

At Muchross Traditional Farm we see rural life just as it was in the 1940's. 

A review of all work practices by the staff of Muckross 
Research Library was, therefore, already wel l 
underway prior to Muckross joining the Accreditation 
Scheme. This review had 'over-spilled' into the area of 
care of collections within Muckross House itself. 
Many of the collection care standards required by 
'more traditional museums' are obviously similar to 
those required for Libraries. However, maintaining 
strict environmental conditions is far more difficult 
within a Historic House, and next to impossible within 
an open-air museum. 

At the time of joining the pilot study, the monitoring 
of environmental conditions had just commenced 
wi thin Muckross House. This was carried out 
manually, every day, by the staff of Muckross Research 
Library. Over the lifetime of the study radio monitors 
were installed to scrutinize conditions every fifteen 
minutes, 24 hours a day, throughout the public rooms. 
In response to the information provided by these 
monitors, the Ultra Violet filters were replaced on 
windows throughout the House. These f i l ters 
eliminate the radiation that can cause so much damage 

to valuable furnishings and paintings. New 'Holland' 
roller blinds were also installed to help control excess 
Visible Light. A Collection Policy was also developed 
for Muckross House. 
As an open-air museum, Muckross Traditional Farms 
presented even more challenges in terms of the 
col lection standards required by the present 
Accreditation Study. The Trustees of Muckross House 
invested heavily in installing radio controlled monitors 
to record Temperature and Relative Humidity levels 
within each of the four farm dwellings. However, it is 
not easy to control environmental conditions in a 
dwelling where a turf fire is lit every day during the 
visitor season. Nor is it always possible to fully control 
light levels. Nevertheless the scheme provided the 
incentive to replace all paper ephemera with facsimiles 
and to reposition light sensitive materials away from 
direct l ight. A major cataloguing project of all  
artefacts displayed within the farm dwellings also 
commenced, assisted by a welcome grant from the 
Heritage Council. A Collection Policy was developed 
for Muckross Traditional Farms and, overall, work 
practices were greatly improved. 
 

 



Because of the complex nature of this site, three full 
individual applications for accreditation had to be 
submitted, one each for Muckross House, Muckross 
Traditional Farms and Muckross Research Library. 
The staf f  of  Muckross Research Library was 
responsible for submitting the applications on behalf 
of all three Departments. The amount of time required 
to complete these applications was phenomenal and 
impacted greatly upon the normal Library worldoad 
which virtually ground to a standstill. However, staff 
efforts were greatly rewarded by the fact that, despite 
all difficulties, the three Departments achieved the 
standards required for Interim Accreditation. In 
addition, much progress was made towards achieving 
the standards set for Full Accreditation. In the real 
Scheme, the amount of  time required for the 
accreditation process should not be underestimated. 

An Added Bonus 
During the summer of 2004, the Heritage Council 
made further grant funding avai lable to al l  
participating institutions, provided the grant money 
would be spent either to achieve a standard or to 
improve on standards already met. Muckross is using 
this additional grant to complete the cataloguing 
project begun last year on the Muckross Traditional 
Farms. 

Músaem Chorca Dhuibhne is using the grant to carry 
out many improvements, including purchasing new 
cases, work on cataloguing the shell collection, 
improved lighting for the temporary exhibition area, 
UV filters for the windows, staff training, designing 
worksheets for children and purchasing more archival 
storage materials, for the sl ide col lection and 
equipment to help improve on, and to monitor, 
environmental conditions. Visitors to the museum 
will not notice many obvious improvements but much 

more work is often carried out 'behind the scenes' in a 
museum than front of house. 

The Museum is most grateful to the Heritage Council 
for maldng this extra funding available. 

Ar Deireadh 
Tá súil ag an gComhairle Oidhreachta go nglacfaidh 
an Rialtas agus Údaráis Áitiúla leis an Scéim 
Chreidiúnaithe agus Chaighdeánaithe maraon le gach 
grúpa gur spéis leo forbairt chultúrtha na tíre seo. 
Chítear go mbeidh eagraíocht neamhspléach le cúram 
do mhúsaeim ag riaradh na scéime. 

Bhí deacracht beag ag Tigh Mhucrois leis an scéim 
toisc í bheith beagáinín éagsúil leis na Músaeim eile a 
bhí rannpháirteach. Sara nglacfar leis an dréacht 
deiridh caithfear a chinntiú go mbeidh an scéim in 
oiriúint do gach institiúid. An méid sin ráite, tháinig 
an-fheabhas ar Músaem Chorca Dhuibhne agus ar 
Tigh Mhucrois de thairbhe na scéime. Tá caighdeáin 
níos gairmiúla á gcleachtadh agus nascanna acu anois 
le músaeim eile ar fud na tíre. Tá fís fhadtéarmach ag 
an dá eagraíocht toisc gur pléadh agus gur forbraíodh 
plean straitéiseach le haghaidh cúig mbliana. 

Níl aon amhras ach go raghaidh an scéim seo chun 
sochair músaeim uile na hÉireann mar a dhein ins an 
dá institiúid an-éagsúil  seo atá lonnaithe i  gCo. 
Chiarraí. 

Isabel Bennett, Caomhnóir, Músaem Chorca 
Dhuibhne, Baile an Fheirtéaraigh 

Patricia O'Hare, Oifigeach Taíghde agus 
Oideachais, Tigh Mhucrois, Cill Áirne. 

 


